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Kesher Zion Mission Statement:  Kesher Zion Synagogue seeks to 

encourage the involvement of its members and create a special sense of 

belonging, while stressing the joy within Judaism.  Our egalitarian 

synagogue is committed to meeting the religious, social, educational, and 

cultural needs of its members within the framework of the Conservative 

Movement.  Kesher Zion Synagogue also recognizes its responsibilities to 

provide a public place of worship, to observe Jewish life cycle events, and 

to support the local community and the State of Israel.    

Kesher Zion Synagogue  555 Warwick Drive,  Wyomissing, PA 19610  610-374-1763 

www.kesherzion.org 

Committed to meeting the religious, social, and  educational needs of its members               

within the framework of the  Conservative movement. - Kesher Zion Synagogue 
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Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen 

NOTES FROM THE RABBI/HAZZAN 

I never met my grandfather, who passed away when my mother was a 

teenager. But we sing his melodies at our Seder every year, and my 

mother recalls how her uncle recreated his inimitable style of leading the 

Seder each year following his passing. My wife comes from a well-known 

family of rabbis and cantors. We have their traditional melodies and tra-

ditions which have become part of our Sedarim, which bring their lega-

cies back to life every year as we annually sing them.  

Isn’t that part of the inherent beauty of Pesach? 

Pesach is all about connections. We relate our past to our present, and we associate our present with 

our future.  

Whether it’s Bubbe’s recipies, Zeide’s stories and melodies, Grandma’s overindulgence in horseradish 

which required backup water glasses, the mispronunciation of the words of the Haggadah, or the per-

ennial lousy family foods which even the animals in the back yard wouldn’t eat, Pesach has a visceral 

effect on all of us. 

As well it should. Pesach is a holiday which is meant to be felt more than it’s understood. And those 

feelings connect us to the generations past and to our future. 

The iconic observance of Passover, where family gathers, the Hagadah is read, and we come togeth-

er with family and friends, evokes deep feelings of nostalgia and memory in all of us. But Pesach is 

not designed to have us look backward. We remember our deliverance from slavery to freedom, but 

why do we do so? It’s so we can understand afresh that our exodus from servitude, whether it be reli-

gious, spiritual, ideological, or circumstantial can lead us to a new and better place. 

When you read the ancient story of how the Hebrew slaves suffered, who will you think of? Modern 

ethnic or religious minorities who are being oppressed? When you sing songs praising G-d for the 

deliverance of our ancestors, with whom will you associate them? Those who have beaten the odds 

and have found asylum in unwilling countries which can and will admit them? Or those in refugee 

camps or have been lost at sea? When you joyously sing Dayenu, “It would have been enough,” will 

you truly think that you’ve done enough?  

In the Haggadah, Rabban Gamliel teaches us that three symbols are vital to an understanding of 

Passover.  

Pesach, the paschal lamb symbolized by the zroa, reminds us that our relationship to G

-d and the world is not without sacrifice. We can, and should, give of ourselves to help others. 

Matza, the “bread of affliction,” reconnects us to the basics. We cannot be defined by what 

we can achieve; we should be defined by what we must achieve. Someone who doesn’t have 

any bread doesn’t have the luxury of choosing what type of bread they prefer.  

Maror, the bitter herbs, should inspire us be empathetic to those who are suffering. If 

we can walk a mile in their shoes, or wander for 40 years in their desert, wouldn’t that help us 

help them to want to help them? 

Don’t just observe Pesach. Live it. Feel it. Let the lessons of the Haggadah motivate you to be a mod-

ern-day Moshe and, with G-d’s help, lead one person, a group of people, or a full nation m’avdut 

l’cherut, from slavery to freedom of any sort.  

Rabbi/Hazzan David Sislen 
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The Prez Sez                                                 Dr. Jennifer Koosed 

Burial Society 

“The highest act of gemilut chesed (acts of loving kindness) is that which is done for the dead, for there 

can never be any question of repayment”.  (Tanhuma Vayehi 107A) 

Kesher Zion Synagogue has been providing Tahara (ritual washing ) services for the entire Berks County 

Jewish Community for many years.  Participation in tahara is a mitzvah of the highest order.  It is per-

formed by Jews to honor a deceased person who is Jewish.  Generally, women perform tahara on wom-

en and men for men. Kesher Zion has a women’s group and a men’s group with chair people for each. 

 There are two major elements to the service.  First is the cleaning of the body and second is the ritual 

washing and dressing in a shroud.  The entire process takes place at the funeral home and should be 

done a few hours before the funeral service.  Because there is a need to physically move the body during 

both processes, at least 3 people (ideally 4) are needed.   

It is critical that the chair people have a sufficient number of people on their lists to accommodate every-

one’s vacation/travel/ work schedules. The more people that are on the lists, the less frequently one is 

called.  No one does this alone!  It is a communal effort.  

If you would like to learn more about chevrah kadisha, either talking to the chair people or  attending a 

washing, please call the Kesher Zion office (610.374.1763) or email  kzsecretary@entermail.net.   

Our Passover this month will not quite be what we had planned. No community Seder; some of 
us will be curtailing or canceling holiday travel; or scaling down big, multigenerational family 
events.  You may have family home that you did not expect—college students, people called 
back from abroad.  Perhaps you are like me—uncertain still how the quarantines will affect the 
celebration since it seems like every hour new restrictions come into effect. 
 
We are not the first to experience such shifting fortunes; we will not be the last.  If there is one 
lesson that the Exodus story teaches us, it is that the world can turn on a dime.  You can kiss 
your oldest child goodnight, and then never see him alive again.  You can begin the day as a 
slave, and end by running to freedom.  Plagues come without warning, but just as suddenly sub-
side.  
 
Life changing, even world changing events can happen in a moment.  As God says to Joshua, a 
man born in slavery who then led our people into the Promised Land, “Be strong and coura-
geous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged” (Joshua 1:9). 
 
This year’s Passover will be strange.  But when we sit down to our seders in 2021, the story of 
our Passover during this time of COVID-19 will be woven into all of the other Passover stories 
of hardship and adversity, bravery and perseverance, faith and hope.  We may begin in Egypt, 
but we will always end in Jerusalem.     

mailto:kzbookkeeper@entermail.net
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KZ  Calendar April  2020 

April Nisan-Iyar  
2020 5780 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
   7 Nisan 8 Nisan 9 Nisan 10 Nisan 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
11 Nisan 12 Nisan 13 Nisan 14 Nisan 

Passover 1st Seder 

15 Nisan 

Passover 2nd Seder 

16 Nisan 

Passover 

17 Nisan 

Passover 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
18 Nisan 

Passover 

19 Nisan 

Passover 

20 Nisan 

Passover 

21 Nisan 

Passover 

22 Nisan  

Passover 

23 Nisan 24 Nisan 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
25 Nisan 26 Nisan 27 Nisan 28 Nisan 29 Nisan 30 Nisan 1 Iyar 

26 27 28 29 30   
2 Iyar 3 Iyar 4 Iyar 5 Iyar 6 Iyar   

       
       

 

With heavy hearts, we regret to inform you that, until 

further notice, KZ will be suspending all services and 

public events in accordance with government guide-

lines. 

This includes the 1st and 2nd night Passover Seder 

and dinner for the 7th night. 
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COVID-19 

KZ Annual Congregation Meeting date TBT 
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COVID-19 
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Purim 2020 photos 
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The Windows of Kesher Zion 
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Minyan Suspended —Prayer in place of Mourner’s Kaddish 

Minyan 
suspended 
until further 

notice 
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KZ Google Group 

KZ uses Google groups to email weekly information, such as our weekly Shabbat Bulletin 

(Catch-Up Flier). We also use this platform to email  updates, events,  announcements, etc. 

If you are currently not  receiving emails from our group, please let me know if you would 

like to be added.  You will need to provide me with your current email address. Once you do 

so, I will send you an invitation to join the KZ group. You must accept the invitation in order 

to receive group emails. The invitation will expire one week if you do not respond. 

KZ Website:  www.kesherzion.org  Facebook Page: Kesher Zion Synagogue  

Please spread the word. 

Lenore Meyerson , Administrator/Editor                                                                                
kzsecretary@entermail.net 

 

This & That 

http://www.kesherzion.org
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Tzedakah—Torah Rabah TODAH RABAH 

   Our warmest thanks are 
extended to those who 

have contributed to the 
following funds: 

General Fund: 

In memory of  Pauline Goldberg    
~The Goldberg Family 

Thank you for everyone for your kind 
thoughts & prayers on the passing of 

Merv Lewis                                            
~ Gladys Lewis & Mindy Coopersmith 

In memory of  Shelley Levy                 
~ Carole & Mike Robinson              

In memory of Gayle Kastenbaum   

      ~Rochelle Mann                                    
~ Robert Schneier                                 

~ Sandy & Dick Bloom                         
~ Barbara Nazimov                     

~Cheryl & Eric Farber                           
~ Norma & Marty Beckerman               
~ Susan & George Kershner                

~ Shelley & Larry Fogelman & Family 
~Sylvia Wenger                                     

~ Debbie & David Goldberg                 
~ Betsy & Al Katz                                  

~  Carole & Mike Robinson                  
~ Cathy & John Meharg              
~Nancy J. Knoblauch                           
~ Ellen & Paul Mitnick                
~Megan & Kyle Nase                            

~Janet & Bernie Kaplan                       
~ Mark H. Goldberg                   

~Sandee & Neal Hewitt                         
~ Shirley & Robert Kauffman        

~Sari & John Incledon                          
~ Joan & David Sacks                          
~ Cindy & Dave Trexler                        
~ Sue & Mike Farrara                            

~ Judy & Jim Schwank                         
~ Marsha & Joel Adelman                  

~Caryl & Mike Levin                              
~ Susan Ruck                                        

~ Elizabeth Johnson                             
~ Kenneth Levin                                     

~ Angela & Carlos Pachero                  
~ Erica Beckerman) Szymanski           

~  Domani Wealth                            
~Jan & Johnathan Simon                     
~ Karen & Myron Kabakoff 

In honor of the birth of Debby Franks’ 
grandson, Jace Beckett                       

~ Debbie, David, Scott, Mark &         
Abby Goldberg 

In memory of  Dr. Jeffrey Frank                             
~Jan & Johnathan Simon 

 

THANK 

YOU 

NOTES 

Thank you for all 

the warm birthday   

wishes    

                                           

~ Andi Franklin 

  

Dr. Robert Greenberg         
Scholar-In-Residence            

Program Fund:        

  In memory of Gayle Kastenbaum  

 ~ Esther & Alan Strauss            
~Carol & Hank Ansell                       

~ Pam & Jerry Weisberg                  
~ Barbara Sholder                             

~ Judy & Jim Mansuito                      
~ Roberta & Harvey Goldstein         

~ Ellen & Don Abramson                  
~ Gaye & Glenn Corbin 

 



Contact Us 

Kesher Zion              

Synagogue 

555 Warwick Drive 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 

 Office: (610) 374-1763          

Fax: (610) 927-1763 

kzsecretary@entermail.net     

Visit us on the web at 

www.kesherzion.org 

Office Hours:                

Monday thru Friday  

9:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism 

Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen……………………………………….......Rabbi 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed………………………………….…………………..President 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed........................……...…………..Educational Chair 

Office………………………………………………………..…………….....Sisterhood 

Betsy &  Al Katz……………………..…...………………………....Proofreaders 

Lenore Meyerson…………………….……………………………...…..…….Editor 

Call the office for advertising information 

The deadline for submission of articles  for the May 2020  Bulletin is  

Monday, April 6,  2020 

Please     

Remember 

Your call is very                

important to us! 

If your reach our answering 

machine, we are either on 

the other line, at a meeting, 

or stepped out for a break. 

Please leave a message 

and we will get back to you 

as soon as possible.                         

If you have an emergency 

that can’t wait, and you can-

not reach us during or after 

business hours, call:            

Rabbi/ Hazzan David Sislen 

at 484-509-0847 

To advertise your business or services  Contact KZ Office: 610-374-1763                                              

Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 


