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Kesher Zion Mission Statement:  Kesher Zion Synagogue seeks to 

encourage the involvement of its members and create a special sense of 

belonging, while stressing the joy within Judaism.  Our egalitarian 

synagogue is committed to meeting the religious, social, educational, and 

cultural needs of its members within the framework of the Conservative 

Movement.  Kesher Zion Synagogue also recognizes its responsibilities to 

provide a public place of worship, to observe Jewish life cycle events, and 

to support the local community and the State of Israel.    
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Kesher Zion Synagogue  555 Warwick Drive,  Wyomissing, PA 19610   www.kesherzion.org   

Office: 610-374-1763   Email: kesherzionoffice@gmail.com 

Committed to meeting the religious, social, and  educational needs of its members               

within the framework of the  Conservative movement. - Kesher Zion Synagogue 

WE’RE IN THIS  

TOGETHER 
AT 

 

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE 

Saturday morning services 

are at 9:30, and are by reser-

vation only. Please make 

your reservations and show 

up early, so we can have a 

minyan in time for those 

who need to say Kaddish so 

they may do so.  RSVP to 

the KZ office. Thursday 

evening minyan will be held 

at 7:30pm in the sanctuary. 

Please be sure to bring all 

necessary personal items to 

ensure the safety of all.  
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Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen 

 

It’s been a tough couple of months, trying to figure out how to arrange High Holiday 

services given the limitations and considerations which are facing us. One line from 

our Y amim Hanoraim liturgy stands out: 

Zochreinu l’chayim melech chafetz b’chayim v’chotveinu b’sefer hachayim. 

Remember us for life, Sovereign who desires life, and inscribe us in the Book of 

Life. 

The important part is that G-d has taught us to value life. That’s why we must make 

changes to how our High Holiday services will occur. We have therefore limited attendance, and adjusted our traditional 

practices. 

Most people who are attending will be doing so online. For 5781, our services will be dramatically shortened. Birkat 

Hashachar and Shacharit will be said individually, and our service, online or in person, will commence with a shortened 

Torah reading, with Musaf following. Detailed information is forthcoming.  

We do not do this out of desire; we do so out of necessity. The preservation of life is far more important than maintaining 

our treasured liturgical traditions at all costs. The Rabbis permit us to make these adjustments for good reason. Limiting 

the number of people who are in physical attendance is a way of ensuring that all will continue to be blessed with chayim 

tovim, a good life. To do otherwise would be putting souls in danger.  

Kesher Zion will provide you with all the materials you need to join with us. Feel free to invite your friends to become part 

of our wonderful congregational family. Watch your email and mail for information.  

A new year should be the start of a new way of looking at life. It should be a time of renewal, refocus, and resolution. This 

one will be, too, albeit not the same way we’re used to. Our paradigms and standards have shifted.  

So here are my prayers, from Avinu Malkeinu, “our parent and sovereign,” but with special meaning for 5781. 

Avinu Malkeinu, remove sickness from Your inheritors. 

Avinu Malkeinu, send a perfect healing to the ill of Your People. 

Avinu Malkeinu, discard our evil sentence.  

Avinu Malkeinu, remember us with favor. 

Avinu Malkeinu, renew us for a good year.  

 

The Yamim Noraim, the High Holidays, encourage us to review our past, then discard it in favor of the future, with a re-

solve to make the coming year be better. Let’s all move forward toward a shana tova,  a good year, a sh’nat oneg, a year of 

celebration, a sh’nat bracha, a year of blessing, and, most of all, a sh’nat briut’ a year of health.  

 

Zochreinu l’chayim melech chafetz b’chayim v’chotveinu b’sefer hachayim. 

 

Remember us for life, Sovereign who desires life, and inscribe us in the Book of Life. 
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The Prez Sez- Dr. Jennifer Koosed 

 

 We are entering our High Holiday season.  Usually, I would 

be buying new clothes for my son, planning menus for Rosh 

Hashanah dinners, texting with my sister to coordinate plans, 

getting invitations ready for our annual Sukkot Whiskey in the 

Sukkah parties, buying food and drink, and finishing up one 

house project or another so that we were ready for all the guests 

who would be coming in and out of our house from Rosh Hashanah to Simhat Torah.   

  

 Usually, I would be attending to a hundred different details.  But, there is nothing typical 

about 2020.  No in-person services, no new clothes, no guests.  The holidays will be very quiet 

this year.   

 

 Instead of the usual flurry of activity, we are thinking of simpler celebrations: walks in the 

park, reading novels, camping in the yard, watching the stars.  Our emphasis this year will be 

reflection, relaxation, and renewal.  I will miss the fun of coming together; but I am also look-

ing forward to a few quiet days as the fall begins, days to attend to other kinds of work, other 

kinds of details.  Sometimes making yourself a better person begins by just listening to the 

world around you.  Sometimes making the world a better place is as simple as just letting it 

be.  

Of course, I may still figure out a way to do a drive-through sukkah party—and if I do, 

you will be the first to know—but barring a sudden creative burst of ingenuity, I will be quiet-

ly, simply, gently ringing in 5781. 

   

Wishing you a happy and healthy new year.  

 

HONEY FROM THE HEART 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the          
“HONEY FROM THE HEART” fundraiser.  With your help, 
we raised over $1100 for Kesher Zion and also supported 

ORT America.   

We wish you a Sweet and Happy New Year. 

Sue Farrara, Carole Robinson, and Sue Wilson 
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Burial Society 

“The highest act of gemilut chesed (acts of loving kindness) is that which is done for the dead, for there 

can never be any question of repayment”.  (Tanhuma Vayehi 107A) 

Kesher Zion Synagogue has been providing Tahara (ritual washing ) services for the entire Berks County 

Jewish Community for many years.  Participation in tahara is a mitzvah of the highest order.  It is per-

formed by Jews to honor a deceased person who is Jewish.  Generally, women perform tahara on wom-

en and men for men. Kesher Zion has a women’s group and a men’s group with chair people for each. 

 There are two major elements to the service.  First is the cleaning of the body and second is the ritual 

washing and dressing in a shroud.  The entire process takes place at the funeral home and should be 

done a few hours before the funeral service.  Because there is a need to physically move the body during 

both processes, at least 3 people (ideally 4) are needed.   

It is critical that the chair people have a sufficient number of people on their lists to accommodate every-

one’s vacation/travel/ work schedules. The more people that are on the lists, the less frequently one is 

called.  No one does this alone!  It is a communal effort.  

If you would like to learn more about chevrah kadisha, either talking to the chair people or  attending a 

washing, please call the Kesher Zion office (610.374.1763) or email  kzsecretary@entermail.net.   

Services    —    Burial Society  —  KZ Google Group             

Stay connected with 

KZ. 

If you are currently not 

a member of                        

KZ’s  Google Group  

and would like to be 

added to  receive cur-

rent   updates and in-

formation. Please 

email  kesherzionof-

fice@gamil.com to 

request an invitation 

to our group  

Saturday morning services are at 

9:30, and are by reservation only. 

Please make your reservations 

and show up early, so we can have 

a minyan in time for those who 

need to say Kaddish so they may 

do so. RSVP to the KZ office. 

Thursday evening minyan will be 

held at 7:30pm in the sanctuary. 

Please be sure to bring all neces-

sary personal items to ensure the 

safety of all.  

610-374-1763 

kesherzionoffice@gmail.com 

mailto:kzbookkeeper@entermail.net
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Thank You Notes    —   Condolences  —   Ads 

THANK YOU 

NOTES 

Thank you  very much for the 

lovely birthday greetings. You 

helped make my day special. 

 ~ Carole Robinson 

Thank you to all those who sent 

birthday leagrams to me. It was 

great to be remembered, especially 

during these crazy times. 

 ~Betsy Katz 

Thanks for the birthday and anni-

versary cards and Leagrams. It’s 

so nice to be remembered. 

~Bernie and Janet Kaplan 

 

CONDOLENCES 

To Bill Lidman           

& family on the loss of 

Sheila Lidman 
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Minyan —Prayer in place of Mourner’s Kaddish 

Thursday evening 
minyan will be held 

at 7:30pm in the 
sanctuary. Please be 
sure to bring all nec-

essary personal 
items to ensure the 

safety of all.  
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2021 Torah Fund   

                                                         We’re All In This… 

 

     Yes, I know we can finish that thought.  We’ve heard it over and over these past month until we 

don’t really hear it at all. 

     Together.  B’Yachad.  This is the theme of this year’s Torah Fund Campaign.  It is an appropriate 

sentiment for the times in which we are now living.  But it has always been a crucial idea for the Jew-

ish people.  We, as a people, have suffered through many difficult times—B’Yachad—together.  We 

gain strength and comfort from our families, congregation and our common faith.  We must not lose 

this commitment while we are separated physically from each other.  We must continue to hope and 

plan for our joint future as we have done throughout history. 

     Now, more than ever, we are inundated with requests for charitable donations to both secular and 

religious organizations.  Much help is needed for so many.  I, too, am asking my fellow Kesher Zion 

congregants to continue supporting Torah Fund.  As I have told you each year in this Bulletin, Torah 

Fund is the arm of the Women’s League that supports the education of our Jewish leaders and edu-

cators.  Our support must continue for the dissemination of Jewish knowledge to future generations 

long after we are gone. 

     When your annual Kesher Zion dues statement arrives please consider adding on a donation for 

Torah Fund.  This amount will be combined with all other Torah Fund donations and a check will be 

sent to the Torah Fund office in New York City.  Any amount will be appreciated.  A special donation 

of $180.00 will earn the donor a gift of the B’Yachad pin. 

     Remember, I also have all occasion cards:  “Mazel Tov” cards, sympathy cards, get well cards, 

birth, congratulations, Thank You cards, etc.  I will address, stamp and mail them for you for $5.00 

which will also benefit the Torah Fund.   Please call me:  610-373-6648. 

     Let us all wish each other a Happy and especially Healthy New Year 5781. 

                                                                                Arlene Ehrlich 

    2021 Torah Fund “B’Yahad” Pin. 
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KZ Friday Night, July 17, 2020 Services 

Pictured L-R: Karen & Myron Kabakoff, Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen, Solange & Paul 

Mintz, Ellen & Paul Schwartz, Jon Simon, Larry Fogelman, Beth Caster, Jan Simon, 

Robert Schneier.  
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High Holiday Schedule 2020/5781 
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Sukkot 2020/5781 
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Boscov’s Kosher Catering 

Holiday Menu 2020 

Please feel free to order any meal and as many as you want 

_____ Herb roast ½ chicken- $14.00 

_____ Moroccan stewed chicken- $14.00 (warm Moroccan spices, 

preserved lemon and green olives) 

_____ Traditional style brisket and gravy- $16.00 

_____ Beef stir fry and white rice- $15.00 

_____ Israeli Style Baked  Salmon – Fresh  Fish Baked in a  

  traditional  tomato & paprika sauce          $14.00 

_____ Pan seared salmon- $14.00 (finished with tomato, spring 

onion, artichoke hearts and lemon) 

_____ Israeli Vegetable Cous Cous- Toasted cous cous, olive oil, 

  garlic, lemon, and fresh veggies                 $12.00 

-all entrees include Sweet Kugel, Vegetable, Matza Ball Soup  and  

Apple cake 

_____Chicken Fingers w BBQ/Honey Mustard   

            And Fries        $8.00 per person 

 

*Payment can be made by cash/personal check at time of delivery or 

credit card called into our office ahead of time. 

*Orders and be placed by phone at (610-370-3718) or by email at 

(sbonner@boscovs.com)       By 9-10-20 
 

Name_________________________________________________ 

Address________________________City___________Zip_______ 

Phone #___________________Email________________________  

Sukkot 2020/5781 
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Rosh Hashanah Gift Bags 
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Explore The Siddur 
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MAZEL TOV 

On the births of  

Lucas Alexander Valentine 

Son of Lauren & Joshua Valentine 

Grandson of Shelly & Larry Fogelman 

 

Adelaide Jaymes Shipe 

Daughter of Madelyn Robinson & Jakob Shipe 

Granddaughter of Carole & Mike Robinson 

This & That 
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Tzedakah—Torah Rabah TODAH RABAH 

   Our warmest thanks are 
extended to those who 

have contributed to the 
following funds: 

General Fund: 

In memory of  Gayle Kastenbaum 

~ Nancy Knoblauch 

 

In memory of  Sheila Lidman 

~Betsy & Al Katz 

~Diane & Jon Goldberg 

~Carol & Bernie Gerber 

 

In Rabbi Sislen’s honor 

~Sheila Lattin 

 

Face Mask Donation 

~Doris & Elliott Leisawitz 

 

Donation to KZ 

~Peter Hirsch 

In honor of Shirley & Bob Kauffman’s 65 
Wedding Anniversary 

~Sarah & Sam Flamholtz 

In honor of Rita & Norman Wilikofsky’s  
65 Wedding Anniversary 

~Sarah & Sam Flamholtz 

 

Dr. Robert Greenberg  Scholar-In-

Residence  Program Fund:        

In memory of  Sheila Lidma 

~Shirley & Bob Kauffm 

~Esther & Alan Strauss 

 

In memory of Dr. Robert Greenberg 

~ Carol Greenberg & Family 

 

Visit our website at                         

https://www.kesherzion.org/donations  

to make an electronic donation 

To advertise your business or services   

Contact KZ Office: 610-374-1763                                

Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 

https://www.kesherzion.org/donations


Contact Us 

Kesher Zion              

Synagogue 

555 Warwick Drive 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 

 Office: (610) 374-1763          

Fax: (610) 927-1763 

kzsecretary@entermail.net     

Visit us on the web at 

www.kesherzion.org 

Office Hours:                

Monday thru Friday  

9:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism 

Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen……………………………………….......Rabbi 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed………………………………….…………………..President 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed........................……...…………..Educational Chair 

Office………………………………………………………..…………….....Sisterhood 

Betsy &  Al Katz……………………..…...………………………....Proofreaders 

Lenore Meyerson…………………….……………………………...…..…….Editor 

Call the office for advertising information 

The deadline for submission of articles  for the                                       

October/November 2020  Bulletin is Tuesday, September 8, 2020 

Please     

Remember 

Your call is very                

important to us! 

If your reach our answering 

machine, we are either on 

the other line, at a meeting, 

or stepped out for a break. 

Please leave a message 

and we will get back to you 

as soon as possible.                         

If you have an emergency 

that can’t wait, and you can-

not reach us during or after 

business hours, call:            

Rabbi/ Hazzan David Sislen 

at 484-509-0847 

To advertise your business or services  Contact KZ Office: 610-374-1763                                              

Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 


