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Kesher Zion Mission Statement:  Kesher Zion Synagogue seeks to 

encourage the involvement of its members and create a special sense of 

belonging, while stressing the joy within Judaism.  Our egalitarian 

synagogue is committed to meeting the religious, social, educational, and 

cultural needs of its members within the framework of the Conservative 

Movement.  Kesher Zion Synagogue also recognizes its responsibilities to 

provide a public place of worship, to observe Jewish life cycle events, and 

to support the local community and the State of Israel.    
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Kesher Zion Synagogue  555 Warwick Drive,  Wyomissing, PA 19610   www.kesherzion.org   

Office: 610-374-1763   Email: kesherzionoffice@gmail.com 

Committed to meeting the religious, social, and  educational needs of its members               

within the framework of the  Conservative movement. - Kesher Zion Synagogue 

Because of rising COVID-19 

numbers in Berks County 

all in-person services have 

been suspended until fur-

ther notice. 

Saturday morning services 

are at 9:30 via Zoom.   

Minyan will be held only on 

the first and third Thursday 

of every month at 7:30pm 

via Zoom  

Check your weekly Google 

Group emails and the KZ 

Website for Zoom links and 

updates. 

www.kseherzion.org 
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The Prez Sez- Dr. Jennifer Koosed 

I cannot wait until the pandemic is over and we can return to 
normal life, even if that life isn’t exactly how it was before 
COVID-19.  I cannot wait until students can return to the class-
room; I cannot wait until I can get on an airplane and fly to 
wherever I want in the world; and I cannot wait until we can 
gather together again as families and communities.  I know that 
you all feel the same. 
  

Yet, there are some silver linings in this pandemic 
cloud.  No, I could not host friends and family in my sukkah 
this year; but, via Zoom, friends and family from all over the 
world joined us, people who have never been able to celebrate with us before now.  No, I can-
not go and sit in an auditorium to hear a lecture; but, via Zoom, I can listen to talks that are 
taking place all over the world without leaving my home.  After my first Zoom cocktail with 
my graduate school friends, all of whom live in different states, we wondered why we hadn’t 
had such virtual gatherings before.  Although I can’t wait for this pandemic to end, I do plan 
to continue using some of these new found capabilities for the rest of my life.  I still plan on 
Zooming with my friends.  

 
 The same is true for our synagogue services, our events, and our classes.  Gathering in the 
sanctuary is limited and certainly I miss looking at the beautiful space and eating lunch with 
everyone after the Shabbat service concludes.  Yet, there is something nice about bringing the 
service into my home, filling my everyday space with the sounds of Hebrew prayer and Torah 
reading.  And it is certainly easier than trying to get everyone dressed and out the door on 
time!  In fact, I am often there a little bit early when I can connect via Zoom!  
 
 In this time of pandemic, look for your silver linings.  Listen to a lecture given in New 
York City; host a Zoom reunion of friends who live in different states; and click in to services 
either on Thursday evenings (first and third at 7:30 pm) or Saturday mornings (9:30 am).  I 
would love to see you there.   

 

Thank you to the following people for their                

High Holiday Appeal donations 

 Cynthia & George Balchunas Solange & Paul Mintz 

Boris Corbin Jesse Pleet 

Victoria & Ron Eby Carole & Michael Robinson 

Debbie & David Goldberg Robert Schneier 

Jennifer Koosed & Robert Seesengood Ellen & Paul Schwartz 

William Lidman Louise Zeidman 

If you want to pick up a weekday or Shabbat prayer book, or 
drop off your High Holiday book, kindly contact the office at  
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Burial Society 

“The highest act of gemilut chesed (acts of loving kindness) is that which is done for the dead, for there 

can never be any question of repayment”.  (Tanhuma Vayehi 107A) 

Kesher Zion Synagogue has been providing Tahara (ritual washing ) services for the entire Berks County 

Jewish Community for many years.  Participation in tahara is a mitzvah of the highest order.  It is per-

formed by Jews to honor a deceased person who is Jewish.  Generally, women perform tahara on wom-

en and men for men. Kesher Zion has a women’s group and a men’s group with chair people for each. 

 There are two major elements to the service.  First is the cleaning of the body and second is the ritual 

washing and dressing in a shroud.  The entire process takes place at the funeral home and should be 

done a few hours before the funeral service.  Because there is a need to physically move the body during 

both processes, at least 3 people (ideally 4) are needed.   

It is critical that the chair people have a sufficient number of people on their lists to accommodate every-

one’s vacation/travel/ work schedules. The more people that are on the lists, the less frequently one is 

called.  No one does this alone!  It is a communal effort.  

If you would like to learn more about chevrah kadisha, either talking to the chair people or  attending a 

washing, please call the Kesher Zion office (610.374.1763) or email  kzsecretary@entermail.net.   

Services    —    Burial Society  —  KZ Google Group             

Stay connected   

with KZ. 

If you are currently not 

a member of                        

KZ’s  Google Group  

and would like to be 

added to  receive cur-

rent   updates and in-

formation. Please 

email  kesherzionof-

fice@gamil.com to 

request an invitation 

to our group  

Because of rising COVID-19 numbers in 

Berks County all in-person services 

have been suspended until further no-

tice. 

Saturday morning services are at 9:30 

via Zoom.   

Minyan will be held only on the first and 

third Thursday of every month at 

7:30pm via Zoom  

Check your weekly Google Group 

emails and the KZ Website for Zoom 

links and updates. 

www.kseherzion.org 

mailto:kzbookkeeper@entermail.net


 4 

 

December 2020 Calendar 
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January 2021 Calendar                                                           
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Adult Education 
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WINTER WEATHER  

 

 

For current  

Kesher Zion                              

bad weather closings: 

Call the office (610) 374-1763 

Thank You Notes    —   Ads 

THANK YOU 

NOTES 

Thank you to everyone who 
sent us a leagram for our An-
niversary 

 ~ Paul & Solange Mintz 

Thank you to everyone who 
went me a birthday leagram 

 ~Solange Mintz 

Thank you for all of the birth-
day leagrams for my special 
birthday  

 ~Louise Zeidman 

Thank you to all those who 
sent leagrams and cards for 
our Anniversary 

 ~Shirley & Bob Kauffman 

Thank you for all the 
leagrams for my birthday 

 ~Bill Franklin 
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Minyan —Prayer in place of Mourner’s Kaddish 

Minyan will be held 
only on the first and 

third Thursday of 
every month at 

7:30pm via Zoom 
Check weekly emails 

and website for      
updates  

www.kesherzion.org  
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2021 Torah Fund   

                                                         We’re All In This… 

 

     Yes, I know we can finish that thought.  We’ve heard it over and over these past month until we 

don’t really hear it at all. 

     Together.  B’Yachad.  This is the theme of this year’s Torah Fund Campaign.  It is an appropriate 

sentiment for the times in which we are now living.  But it has always been a crucial idea for the Jew-

ish people.  We, as a people, have suffered through many difficult times—B’Yachad—together.  We 

gain strength and comfort from our families, congregation and our common faith.  We must not lose 

this commitment while we are separated physically from each other.  We must continue to hope and 

plan for our joint future as we have done throughout history. 

     Now, more than ever, we are inundated with requests for charitable donations to both secular and 

religious organizations.  Much help is needed for so many.  I, too, am asking my fellow Kesher Zion 

congregants to continue supporting Torah Fund.  As I have told you each year in this Bulletin, Torah 

Fund is the arm of the Women’s League that supports the education of our Jewish leaders and edu-

cators.  Our support must continue for the dissemination of Jewish knowledge to future generations 

long after we are gone. 

     When your annual Kesher Zion dues statement arrives please consider adding on a donation for 

Torah Fund.  This amount will be combined with all other Torah Fund donations and a check will be 

sent to the Torah Fund office in New York City.  Any amount will be appreciated.  A special donation 

of $180.00 will earn the donor a gift of the B’Yachad pin. 

     Remember, I also have all occasion cards:  “Mazel Tov” cards, sympathy cards, get well cards, 

birth, congratulations, Thank You cards, etc.  I will address, stamp and mail them for you for $5.00 

which will also benefit the Torah Fund.   Please call me:  610-373-6648. 

     Let us all wish each other a Happy and especially Healthy New Year 5781. 

     Arlene Ehrlich 

     

 2021 Torah Fund “B’Yahad” Pin. 

Kesher Zion Sisterhood Meeting  
Thursday, December 10,2020 at 1 pm 

 

 Attendance by Zoom or in person in Sanctuary.  
“in- person” attendance will be limited to 18 
members, physical distance and mask mandatory. 
RSVP to  KZSecretary@entermail.net or to Syna-
gogue address: 555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, 
PA 19610. 
Include: name, email contact and phone and 
attendance method either via internet on Zoom or 
“in-person” attendance in sanctuary . Discussion 
includes future of Sisterhood and the reestablish-
ment of Judaica Museum.  Motions will be pre-
sented and votes taken. 

mailto:KZSecretary@entermail.net
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Condolences                           

Sari Incledon & Family  

   on the loss of Sari’s father,  

Stanley Ferber 

 

To the Joseph Family 

on the loss of  

Frances Joseph 

Mazel Tov                        Condolences                This & That 

To advertise your business or 

services   

Contact KZ Office: 610-374-1763                                

Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 

 

Mazel Tov 

Karen & Myron Kabakoff                              

on the marriage of their daughter              

Sarena Kabakoff to Max Gable 
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Tzedakah—Torah Rabah TODAH RABAH 

   Our warmest thanks 
are extended to those 
who have contributed 
to the following funds: 

General Fund: 

Mazel Tov on the birth of Claire 
Pauline Ellis daughter of Sarah & 

Scott Ellis, Granddaughter of Diane 
& Jon Goldberg 

  
~Diane & Jon Goldberg 

I 

n memory of Rita Wilikofsky 

~Betsy & Al Katz 
~ Marietta & Becca Weitz 
~Solange & Paul Mintz 
~Diane & Jon Goldberg 

~Rochelle Mann 
~Sarah & Sam Flamholz 
~Esther & Alan Strauss 

~Joanne & Gerald Wagner 
~Pam & Len Pietruszynski 
~Karen & Myron Kabakoff 

~Jan & Jon Simon 
 

In memory of Elaine Levine 

~Rochelle Mann 
~Debbie & David Goldberg 

`~Solange & Paul Mintz 
~Sylvia Wenger 

~Sarah & Sam Flamholz 
~Roberta & Harvey Goldstein 

~Jan & Jon Simon 
 

In honor of Louise Zeidman’s Spe-
cial Birthday 

 
~Louise Zeidman 

 
In honor of Karen & Myron Kab-

koff’s daughter Sarena’s marriage  
to Max Gable 

 
~Solange & Paul Mintz 

 
In memory of Clare Eilberg 

 
~Roberta & Harvey Goldstein 

 
In memory of Frances Mendelsohn 

 
~Marcia Gross 

 

Dr. Robert Greenberg 
Scholar-In –Residence 

Program Fund: 

 
In memory of Rita Wilikofsky 

 
~Carol Greenberg 

 
 

In memory of Elaine Levine 
 

~Carol Greenberg 
 

 

Donations to KZ can now be made online.                                  

Visit our website at: 

https://www.kesherzion.org/donations  

and click on the donation button. 

https://www.kesherzion.org/donations


Contact Us 

Kesher Zion              

Synagogue 

555 Warwick Drive 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 

 Office: (610) 374-1763          

Fax: (610) 927-1763 

kzsecretary@entermail.net     

Visit us on the web at 

www.kesherzion.org 

Office Hours:                

Monday thru Friday  

9:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Please     

Remember 

Your call is very important to us! 

If your reach our answering machine, we are 

either on the other line, at a meeting, or 

stepped out for a break. Please leave a mes-

sage and we will get back to you as soon as 

possible.                         If you have an 

emergency that can’t wait, and you cannot 

reach us during or after business hours, call: 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed              at 484-651-

0122 

Note: Regular office hours are 9am-3pm 

Monday-Friday 

During COVID-19 we will be working both in 

the office and remotely. Kindly call the office 

to notify us before coming in. 

To advertise your business or services  Contact KZ Office: 610-374-1763                                              

Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed………………………………….…………………..President 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed........................……...…………..Educational Chair 

Office………………………………………………………..…………….....Sisterhood 

Betsy &  Al Katz……………………..…...………………………....Proofreaders 

Lenore Meyerson…………………….……………………………...…..…….Editor 

Call the office for advertising information 

The deadline for submission of articles  for the                                       

February 2021 Bulletin is Monday, January 4, 2020 


