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Kesher Zion Mission Statement:  Kesher Zion Synagogue seeks to encourage the 

involvement of its members and create a special sense of belonging, while 

stressing the joy within Judaism.  Our egalitarian synagogue is committed to 

meeting the religious, social, educational, and cultural needs of its members within 

the framework of the Conservative Movement.  Kesher Zion Synagogue also 

recognizes its responsibilities to provide a public place of worship, to observe 

Kesher Zion Synagogue  555 Warwick Drive,  Wyomissing, PA 19610  610-374-1763 

www.kesherzion.org 

Committed to meeting the religious, social, and  educational needs of its members               

within the framework of the  Conservative movement. - Kesher Zion Synagogue 
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Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen 

NOTES FROM THE RABBI/HAZZAN 

 

The transition from fall into winter is a picturesque and beautiful 
change of season. We’ve gone from the intensive solemnity of 
the High Holidays, through the joy of Sukkot, Shmini Atzeret, 
and Simchat Torah, the break and opportunity for return to nor-
malcy that the month of Cheshvan affords us, to the start of the 
winter season. The days get shorter, our routine gets more rou-
tine, the stores go from hawking candy to selling turkeys, to try-
ing to get us to put peppermint in our coffee instead of pumpkin spice. Not to mention all 
of the other rampant commercialism of the winter season. But I, for one, love the fact that 
Chanukah comes right in the middle of this cultural onslaught. The Festival of Lights is a 
minor, post-biblical holiday, but it comes along at just the right time, and brings with it a 
seasonal message. It’s only because of its proximity to that other major wintertime holi-
day that Chanukah has been afforded the significance it has. In the darkest days of the 
year, the lessons of freedom, the ability of a righteous few to overcome the oppression of 
a cruel majority, and our ability to use the symbolism of bringing light to the darkness is 
very timely. We often forget how lucky we are to be living when and where we are. While 
our world is certainly imperfect, the fact that we can proudly put our chanukiah on display 
in our window, invite our friends in for latkes, sufganiot, dreidles, and fun, and proudly 
celebrate is a blessing in and of itself. We’ve all learned that the noteworthy miracle of 
Chanukah is that the jar of sanctified oil which the Maccabees found, initially sufficient for 
a single day, lasted for a full eight, until additional oil could be properly prepared to keep 
the Menorah in the rededicated Holy Temple alight. But what exactly was the miracle? 
That the oil lasted for eight days? That it was there at all? Or that it lasted for a bonus 
week? Was each day a compounded miracle as Hillel taught, in establishing the custom 
of lighting one additional candle each night, or does the holiday wane, according to 
Shammai, who advocated lighting eight candles the first night, and then one less each 
subsequent eve? I would suggest that these semantics and logistics don’t matter. The 
important part is that we are blessed with the ability to bring light to darkness in the first 
place. It is the light of the Shabbos candles which turns an ordinary weekday into sancti-
fied time. It is the light of the Havdalah candle which ushers us back in to reality 25 hours 
later. It is the light of the yarzheit candle by which we evoke the memories of our loved 
ones. And it’s the light of the Chanukah candles which remind us that the blessings we 
enjoy every day are not to be taken for granted. The light which can dispel darkness 
need not be limited to the fire we can kindle with a match set to a wick. Each and every 
one of us has the ability and countless opportunities to light a candle. We can illumine the 
world with care, compassion, activism, kindness, charity, or activism. What we do to dis-
pel the darkness brings not only light, but also a spiritual warmth to the darkness of win-
ter.  

 

Stay warm, physically and spiritually, 

 

Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen 
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The Prez Sez                                                 Dr. Jennifer Koosed 

December Bulletin 
2019 
Jennifer Koosed 
 
 

The fall holiday season was not even over for an hour before my son presented me with his Chanukah wish 

list.  I am not ready for the next holiday, but he apparently is!   

The fall holidays provide many opportunities for reflection.  I would like to ask you to continue this spirit 

of reflection now by looking back at the holidays.  It would be enormously helpful to the leadership of Kesher Zi-

on, if you would take some time to give us feedback.  Your thoughts, ideas, and suggestions will help us plan ser-

vices that are even more meaningful next year.  We are happy to take this feedback in the form of a phone call or 

an email—you can contact me (I’m in the book), Rabbi/Cantor Sislen, or the office.  We have also prepared a sur-

vey that you can mail to the office if you would prefer.   

Meanwhile enjoy this quiet time in the Jewish calendar, a time when nature slows as well: the leaves turn 

in colorful array, the air grows crisp and cold, and the days shorten.  And when the days are at their shortest, our 

holidays will erupt again to remind us that even in the darkest night, a light will always pierce the 

darkness, bringing hope and the promise of a new day. 

High Holiday Survey 2019   Name: ____________________________________ 
 
Please return to Kesher Zion Synagogue; 555 Warwick Drive; Wyomissing, PA 19610  
 
 

Please rate the facilities at the Inn at Reading by circling a number between 1 & 5. 
 

5   4      3    2     1 
        Excellent         Adequate            Poor 

 
Comments: 
 
 
How were the services?   

5   4     3    2     1 
        Excellent         Adequate            Poor 

 
Comments: 
How was the food for Rosh Hashanah dinner, Kiddush, and Break-fast? 
 

5   4   3    2     1 
        Excellent         Adequate            Poor 

 
Comments: 
What did you like most about the services? 
 
 
 
What can be improved next year?                                     General thoughts and suggestions? 
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KZ  Calendar December  2019 
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KZ  Calendar January 2020 
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KZ ‘s 5th Annual Tricky Tray Auction 
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Sponsor a  
Kiddush 

Celebrate your   

special occasion 

with your           

congregational  

family.  

For more              

information on 

sponsoring a     

Kiddush... 

please contact the        

Synagogue office 

at: (610) 374-1763 

or email:  

Torah Fund Campaign  

                                         What The World Needs Now… 

     In 1965 a popular song written by the successful team of Hal David and Burt Bacharach an-

swered this question with “Love”.  Perhaps the Jewish duo was familiar with the Hebrew term 

“Chesed” which translates as “kindness” or “lovingkindness”.  This word, chesed, conveys a deep 

love that evokes acts of kindness without thought of reward or even acknowledgement. 

     The Bible tells many stories of chesed: 
Abraham and Sarah welcome 3 strangers to their tent in the heat of the day.  Rebecca offers water 
to Isaac and to his camels.  And Ruth sticks steadfastly to her mother-in-law, Naomi, adopting her 
religion and people, after Naomi experiences great loss. 
 
     Judaism is deeply committed to the attribute of kindness as a central pillar of Jewish life.  In 
Pirke Avot 1:2 it states “The world rests on 3 things:  on Torah, on service to G-d, and on deeds of 
kindness.” 
 
     The annual Torah Fund Campaign supports the education of Jewish teachers and Clergy.  All 
monies collected go directly to the cause for Conservative Judaism.  Please consider giving as 
generously as you can in order to continue the education of future Jewish generations.  A special 
donation of $180.00 will merit the gift of the Torah Fund pin for 5780 (2019-2020). 
 
     This pin depicts a heart surrounded by 3 circles, growing in size.  This symbolizes the heart of 
kindness which Jews perform in ever-widening realms of generosity.  Perhaps the kindness 
spreads from family to community to the world.  As it is said in Psalm 89:  May we build a world of 
kindness. 
 
                                              Wishing everyone a Healthy, Happy New Year 5780 
                                                                Arlene Ehrlich (610-373-6648) 
 
And remember to consider calling me for our beautiful Torah Cards.  We have cards for all occa-
sions:  New Baby, Simchas, Get Well and Sympathy.  The cards are addressed, stamped and 
mailed—all for just $5.00 
 

 

KZ SISTERHOOD MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020 

5:00 PM IN THE CHAPEL 



 8 

WINTER WEATHER  

For current  

Kesher Zion bad weather closings: 

Call the office  

(610) 374-1763 

Listen to Y102 

Log on to www.wfmz.com 

Minyan 
We need more Minyan Participants for the New 

Year.                                       

Only 20 minutes on average once a month.                                                      

Your continued support will allow for a weekly 
Minyan.                                     

Everyone is welcome to participate. 

Please call Robert Schneier for more infor-
mation at  484)987-4805. 

 

Adult Education– Weather Closings-Minyan 
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Jewish Federation of Reading Events 
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CONDOLENCES   

In memory of Barbara Schneiderman 

In memory of Susan Davis 

In memory of  Henry Kanner 

THANK YOU 

NOTES 

Thank you to everyone who sent a 

leagram to us helping to celebrate our 

wedding anniversary 

~ Doris & Elliott Leisawitz 

Many thanks for all your “Halloween” 

birthday wishes, and it was great be-

ing “North” with y’all at KZ for Rosh 

Hashana 

~Eileen Knoblauch-Wagner 

Thank you for the anniversary 

leagrams, we really appreciated them 

~ Shirley & Bob Kaufman 

Thank you for the wonderful birthday 

wishes 

~ Lila Shapiro 

 

MAZEL TOV 

To Sue & Mike Farrara on their son Steven’s marriage to 

Erica Miele 

               

    The Board of Directors of the Kesher 
Zion Cemetery is pleased to advise the 
congregation that the planned improve-
ments to the cemetery have now been 
completed. During the summer we re-
constructed and freshly paved the en-
trance to the cemetery as well paving 
the external driveway. We also sealed 
the various major cracks in the internal 
walkways located throughout the ceme-
tery.  Finally, we have placed stone 
markers throughout the cemetery to as-
sist in locating specific rows. We hope 
these improvements make your visita-
tions to the cemetery safer and easier 
for you. If you have any questions about 
any of these items or the cemetery in 
general please do not hesitate to con-
tact the synagogue office at (610) 374-
1763. 

KZ Cemetery 
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Tzedakah—Torah Rabah 

TODAH RABAH 

   Our warmest thanks 
are extended to those 

who have contributed to 
the following funds: 

General Fund: 

Mazel Tov to Jan & Jonathan Simon 
on their son  Zach’s marriage            
 ~ Doris & Elliott Leisawitz  

Mazel Tov to Jan & Jonathan Simon 
on their  daughter Sarah’s marriage                  
 ~ Doris & Elliott Leisawitz        

In Rabbi/Hazzan Sislen’s honor  
 ~Rebecca Blitman 

      In memory of Miriam Fogelman   
 ~ Amy Rudolph-Besser         
 ~Peter Jacobson 

Donation to KZ                                    
 ~ Shelly Levy                                                                      

Dr. Robert Greenberg         
Scholar-In-Residence            

Program Fund:        

 Mazel Tov to Jan & Jonathan Simon 
on their son  Zach’s marriage            
 ~ Gaye & Glenn Corbin  

Mazel Tov to Sue & Mike Farrara on 
their son Steven’s marriage               
 ~ Gaye & Glenn Corbin  

Mazel Tov to Lisa & Alan Levine on 
the birth of their grandson, Liam      
 ~ Gaye & Glenn Corbin         



Contact Us 

Kesher Zion              

Synagogue 

555 Warwick Drive 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 

 Office: (610) 374-1763          

Fax: (610) 927-1763 

kzsecretary@entermail.net     

Visit us on the web at 

www.kesherzion.org 

Office Hours:                

Monday thru Friday  

9:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism 

Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen……………………………………….......Rabbi 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed………………………………….…………………..President 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed........................……...…………..Educational Chair 

Office………………………………………………………..…………….....Sisterhood 

Al Katz……………………..…...…………………………………..……..Proofreader 

Lenore Meyerson…………………….……………………………...…..…….Editor 

Call the office for advertising information 

The deadline for submission of articles  for the February  2020         

Bulletin is  Monday, January 6 2020 

Please     

Remember 

Your call is very                

important to us! 

If your reach our answering 

machine, we are either on 

the other line, at a meeting, 

or stepped out for a break. 

Please leave a message 

and we will get back to you 

as soon as possible.                         

If you have an emergency 

that can’t wait, and you can-

not reach us during or after 

business hours, call:            

Rabbi/ Hazzan David Sislen 

at 484-509-0847 

To advertise your business or services  Contact KZ Office: 610-374-1763                                              

Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 


