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bulletin 

Kesher Zion Mission Statement:  Kesher Zion Synagogue 

seeks to encourage the involvement of its members and create 

a special sense of belonging, while stressing the joy within 

Judaism.  Our egalitarian synagogue is committed to meeting 

the religious, social, educational, and cultural needs of its 

members within the framework of the Conservative Movement.  

Kesher Zion Synagogue also recognizes its responsibilities to 

provide a public place of worship, to observe Jewish life cycle 

events, and to support the local community and the State of 

Israel.    
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Kesher Zion Synagogue  555 Warwick Drive,  Wyomissing, PA 19610   www.kesherzion.org   

Office: 610-374-1763   Email: kesherzionoffice@gmail.com 

Committed to meeting the religious, social, and  educational needs of its members               

within the framework of the  Conservative movement. - Kesher Zion Synagogue 

KZ will be holding in-person services 

again beginning Saturday, May 8 , 2021 

at 9:30 am—May 8 service will be led by 

Cantor Wartell 

You can still attend services via Zoom 

(see page 6) 

There will be no Kiddush after services. 

Minyan led by Cantor Wartell will con-

tinue on Zoom the first and third Thurs-

day of every month at 7:30pm via Zoom  

Adult education and committee  meet-

ings will also continue over Zoom for 

now. 

Check your weekly Google Group 

emails and the KZ Website for Zoom 

links and updates. www.kesherzion.org 
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The Prez Sez- Dr. Jennifer Koosed 

  
 And so we have reached the end.  This is the last bulletin article 
that I will write as the President of Kesher Zion Synagogue.  The last 
two years have been quite eventful—changes in rabbinic leadership, 
changes in office staffing, and the pandemic, which has changed so 
much.  It has been sad that we have not been able to gather together 
for kiddush lunches and congregational meetings.  Yet, the pandemic 
has also provided opportunities to try new things, like Zoom services.  
  
 I have tried several new things at home: a worm bin for compost-
ing, a sour dough starter, and a native wild flower garden.  The worm 
bin and the sour dough were wonderfully successful and I have en-
joyed tending to both this past year.  The wild flower garden was not.  
After hiring a consultant and then spending several hundred dollars, I watched almost every single 
plant wither and die by mid-summer.  My wild flower garden had failed. 
  
 Or so I thought. 
  
 A few weeks ago, greens and purples started to peek through the mulch.  Now, the bed has burst 
into leaf and flower.  As I write this bulletin I can look out my window and see all of the young, new 
plants.  They remind me that our efforts never go entirely without result, even if that result is delayed 
or unexpected.  There were plans that I had as your President that were not fulfilled as we all had to 
pivot and address new and unforeseen realities.  There are projects that may have failed.  But, hopeful-
ly some of those efforts will later flower and fruit, even in unanticipated ways.  As I hand the presiden-
cy off to Sue Wilson, I am confident that Kesher Zion will continue to thrive. 
  
 There are aspects of being a synagogue president that are challenging, but also aspects that are real-
ly wonderful.  I have so enjoyed the opportunity to get to know all of you better; I will miss your 
phone calls and texts and emails.  I will miss talking with you about your questions and concerns.  I 
have learned so much about the community, about Judaism, and about how religious organizations 
function.  Thank you all for the opportunities you gave me as I was your President.  And you can still 
call me—even if it’s just to say hello!   
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Burial Society 

“The highest act of gemilut chesed (acts of loving kindness) is that which is done for the dead, for 

there can never be any question of repayment”.  (Tanhuma Vayehi 107A) 

Kesher Zion Synagogue has been providing Tahara (ritual washing ) services for the entire Berks 

County Jewish Community for many years.  Participation in tahara is a mitzvah of the highest or-

der.  It is performed by Jews to honor a deceased person who is Jewish.  Generally, women per-

form tahara on women and men for men. Kesher Zion has a women’s group and a men’s group 

with chair people for each. 

 There are two major elements to the service.  First is the cleaning of the body and second is the 

ritual washing and dressing in a shroud.  The entire process takes place at the funeral home and 

should be done a few hours before the funeral service.  Because there is a need to physically 

move the body during both processes, at least 3 people (ideally 4) are needed.   

It is critical that the chair people have a sufficient number of people on their lists to accommodate 

everyone’s vacation/travel/ work schedules. The more people that are on the lists, the less fre-

quently one is called.  No one does this alone!  It is a communal effort.  

If you would like to learn more about chevrah kadisha, either talking to the chair people or  attend-

ing a washing, please call the Kesher Zion office (610.374.1763) or email  kzsecre-

tary@entermail.net.   

Cherah Kadisha 

To advertise your                

business or services   

Contact KZ Office: 610-374-1763                                

Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 

mailto:kzbookkeeper@entermail.net
mailto:kzbookkeeper@entermail.net
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Services    —    Adult Education                                                               

KZ will be holding in-person services again beginning Saturday, May 8 , 2021 at 9:30 am 

May 8 service will be led by Cantor Kevin Wartell. 

You can still attend services via Zoom (see page 5) There will be no Kiddush after services. 

Minyan led by Cantor Kevin Wartell will continue on Zoom the first and third Thursday of 

every month at 7:30pm via Zoom  

Adult education and committee  meetings will also continue over Zoom for now. 

Check your weekly Google Group emails and the KZ Website for Zoom links and updates. 
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May 2021 Calendar 
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Services     2021/5781 

Saturday, May 8 service will be led by Cantor Wartell 
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Shavuot 2021 
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Notes from: Cantor Kevin Wartell  

 
I REMEMBER YOU 

April 7
th
 is my grandmother’s yahrzeit date. 

 

I was 14 years old in 1970 when she passed away at 86 years of age.  

 

My grandfather passed away in 1959, and I was only 4 years old so when 

my grandmother died it was my first real experience of a close relative dy-

ing. 

 

I remember quite vividly from an early age…. maybe 6 or 7, going out to dinner prior to attending ser-

vices on the Friday when either of my grandparent’s names would be called from The Bima. Our fami-

ly never missed a Shabbat evening of a yahrzeit. 

 

I am the youngest in my family. My brother is 9 years older, and I have one 1
st
 cousin on my father’s 

side who was 15 years older when he passed away from lung cancer. 

Before he died, he gave me a literal army boot case of pictures of family members…with no names 

and no notes…forgotten to my generation with no family member to assist us in identifying who they 

were and their impact on our family’s life. 

 

I am sharing this with you to implore you not to make the same mistake…share your family history 

and keep alive the family stories that shape our personalities. 

 

Let us revive the tradition of observing family yahrzeits’…if for no other reason than to model for the 

next generation so that we…our generation will not be forgotten. 

 

I want to share with you some words from Mitch Albom, the author of “TUESDAYS”  WITH MOR-

RIE”, which was published in 1997. 

 

On the occasion of the 20
th
 anniversary of its publication, Albom wrote these words about what he had 

learned in the 20 years since he encountered Morrie Schwartz, as he revisited his grave and remem-

bered what Morrie had asked him to do after he passed away. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Notes from: Cantor Kevin Wartell  

 
I REMEMBER YOU     (continued from  previous page) 

 

He wrote the following:  

 

“My most recent visit was just a week before typing these words, which are to be published on the 

twentieth anniversary of this book. It was early fall, a time of returning students and hooded jackets 

and colorful leaves growing brilliant as they die. 

Many of those leaves blanketed the wet grass of Newton Cemetery as I walked the familiar route to 

the small slab that bears his name. 

As I kneeled down, I noticed the dates on his marker. And I shivered. 

I was now closer to Morrie’s age during our Tuesdays together than I was to mine. 

Looking back on the pages of this book, I see I shortened the full account of the particular talk where 

Morrie asked me to visit his grave. When he first brought it up, I told him I ’d planned on coming any-

how. He gave a knowing grin. 

“Not the way some people come,” he croaked. “Don’t leave your car running, get out, put down flow-

ers, get back in. ... Come when you have some time. Bring a blanket.” 

A blanket? 

“Some sandwiches.” 

Sandwiches? 

“And talk to me. About life. About your problems. You can tell me who’s in the World Series.” 

I laughed and teased him. Who lays a blanket in the middle of a cemetery, eats a sandwich, and 

talks to the air? 

“They’ll arrest me,” I joked. 

But as I grow older, I think I know why he said that, and why it was so important to ensure my attend-

ance, the way a good teacher does. 

Deep inside, it was not dying that truly rattled Morrie. 

It was being forgotten.” 

Let us not forget…let us rejoice in the gift of memory! 

 

Cantor Kevin Wartell 

“Hi, Coach,” I began, my voice, as always, self-conscious upon starting these conversations. “How’s it going up there?” 
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Thank You Notes    —   Ads 

THANK YOU 
NOTES 

 

Betsy and Al Katz would 
like to thank everyone for 
the leagrams for our anni-
versary.  It is good to be re-
membered by friends even 
though we no longer live in 
Reading! 

KZ Virtual Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday May 2, 2021 

11:30 am 

Address, phone   
number, and email 

updates 

Have you moved recently, 
purchased a new phone and 
have a new number, or 
changed your email          
address? 

If so, don’t forget to notify 
us with your new infor-
mation so that we may  up-
date our records. 



 11 

Minyan —Prayer in place of Mourner’s Kaddish 

Minyan will be held 
only on the first and 

third Thursday of 
every month at 

7:30pm via Zoom 
Check weekly emails 

and website for      
updates  

www.kesherzion.org  



 12 

Mazel Tov                                                                 This & That 
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Tzedakah—Torah Rabah   

TODAH RABAH 

   

 Our warmest thanks are      
extended to those who have 
contributed to the following 

funds: 

 

General Fund: 

 
In memory of Edith Mendel-
sohn 
 
~ Michael Sinkinson 
 
In honor of Sid & Esther Bratt’s 
70th Wedding Anniversary  
 
~ Marietta Weitz 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay connected with KZ. 

If you are currently not a    

member of  KZ’s  Google 

Group  and would like to be 

added to  receive current     

updates and information.     

Please email                         

kesherzionoffice@gamil.com   

to request an invitation           

to our group  

 

Donations to KZ can now be made online.                                  

Visit our website at: 

https://www.kesherzion.org/donations  

and click on the donation button. 

https://www.kesherzion.org/donations


Contact Us 

Kesher Zion              

Synagogue 

555 Warwick Drive 

Wyomissing, PA 19610 

 Office: (610) 374-1763          

Fax: (610) 927-1763 

kzsecretary@entermail.net     

Visit us on the web at 

www.kesherzion.org 

Office Hours:                

Monday thru Friday  

9:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

www.kesherzion.org  

Please     

Remember 

Your call is very important to us! 

If your reach our answering machine, we are 

either on the other line, at a meeting, or 

stepped out for a break. Please leave a mes-

sage and we will get back to you as soon as 

possible.  If you have an emergency that 

can’t wait, and you cannot reach us during or 

after business hours, call: Cantor Kevin  

Wartell at 484-239-3414 

Note: Regular office hours are 9am-3pm 

Monday-Friday 

During COVID-19 we will be working both in 

the office and remotely. Kindly call the office 

to notify us before coming in. 

 

To advertise your business or services  Contact KZ Office: 610-374-1763                                              

Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed………………………………….…………………..President 

Cantor Kevin Wartell ………………………………………………………...Cantor 

Dr. Jennifer Koosed........................……...…………..Educational Chair 

Lenore Meyerson…………………………………………Office Administrator 

Betsy &  Al Katz……………………..…...………………………....Proofreaders 

Lenore Meyerson…………………….……………………………...…..…….Editor 

Call the office for advertising information 

The deadline for submission of articles  for the                                       

June 2021 Bulletin is Monday, May 10, 2021 


