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Kesher Zion Mission Statement:  Kesher Zion Synagogue seeks to 

encourage the involvement of its members and create a special sense of 

belonging, while stressing the joy within Judaism.  Our egalitarian 

synagogue is committed to meeting the religious, social, educational, and 

cultural needs of its members within the framework of the Conservative 

Movement.  Kesher Zion Synagogue also recognizes its responsibilities to 

provide a public place of worship, to observe Jewish life cycle events, and 

to support the local community and the State of Israel.    

Kesher Zion Synagogue  555 Warwick Drive,  Wyomissing, PA 19610  610-374-1763 

www.kesherzion.org 

Committed to meeting the religious, social, and  educational needs of its members               

within the framework of the  Conservative movement. - Kesher Zion Synagogue 
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Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen 

 

NOTES FROM THE RABBI/HAZZAN 

 

Starting on the second night of Pesach, we began counting the 

Omer, a most curious and technical custom. Traditionally, we are 

numbering the 40 days between the Omer offering and the giv-

ing of the Torah at Sinai. Since the Torah was revealed in the 

month of Sivan, the timing is about right, although the connection 

between Shavuot and the Torah is purely rabbinical; the third of the Festivals (by the modern 

calendar) was originally to recognize the offering of the first fruits. When we count, we do so 

noting both the number of days and the number of weeks and partial weeks, since both are 

mentioned in the Torah and the Rabbis wanted to be sure we were covering our bases cor-

rectly. Since the mitzva is to count all forty, itôs an all-or-nuthinô commandment. If one misses 

a day, he/she loses credit. You continue counting, but without the blessing, since there is no 

way the mitzva can be fulfilled. The Omer is observed as a period of semi-mourning (no 

weddings or parties, no haircuts, concerts, etc). This is done traditionally in commemoration 

of a plague which killed 24,000 of Rabbi Akivaôs students which was lifted on Lag Bôomer, 

the 33rd day of the count. On that day, the restrictions are suspended, but in some traditions 

they start again the day after, and continue almost until the end.  

But there is another reason why we show these signs of humility during the Omer, beginning 

with a question: are we counting up from Pesach, or are we counting down until Shavuot? 

The answer is, of course, both. The Rabbis teach us that there is a close relationship be-

tween the Exodus and receiving the Torah. The purpose of being freed from Egypt was for 

Israel to coalesce into a people guided by G-dôs law. So, on one hand, the Torah was the 

reason for the Exodus. On the other hand, however, the Torah is not an entitlement. It must 

be earned and maintained through the performance of mitzvot. Itôs not surprising, therefore, 

that Moshe needed to climb a mountain, literally and figuratively, in order to bring it to the 

people!  

These two concepts exist in perfect harmony. Counting the Omer with all its arcane details, 

humbly and without self-aggrandizement, teaches us that we should, indeed, number the 

days during which we live faithfully in search of G-d. Even if we slip along the way, we 

should keep going, because G-d is at the other end, waiting just as faithfully for us to arrive.  

And thatôs something you can count on. 

 

Rabbi/Hazzan David Sislen 
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Burial Society 

ñThe highest act of gemilut chesed (acts of loving kindness) is that which is done for the dead, for there 

can never be any question of repaymentò.  (Tanhuma Vayehi 107A) 

Kesher Zion Synagogue has been providing Tahara (ritual washing ) services for the entire Berks County 

Jewish Community for many years.  Participation in tahara is a mitzvah of the highest order.  It is per-

formed by Jews to honor a deceased person who is Jewish.  Generally, women perform tahara on wom-

en and men for men. Kesher Zion has a womenôs group and a menôs group with chair people for each. 

 There are two major elements to the service.  First is the cleaning of the body and second is the ritual 

washing and dressing in a shroud.  The entire process takes place at the funeral home and should be 

done a few hours before the funeral service.  Because there is a need to physically move the body during 

both processes, at least 3 people (ideally 4) are needed.   

It is critical that the chair people have a sufficient number of people on their lists to accommodate every-

oneôs vacation/travel/ work schedules. The more people that are on the lists, the less frequently one is 

called.  No one does this alone!  It is a communal effort.  

If you would like to learn more about chevrah kadisha, either talking to the chair people or  attending a 

washing, please call the Kesher Zion office (610.374.1763) or email  kzsecretary@entermail.net.   

Explore the Siddur                                                                

Stay connected with KZ. 

If you are currently not a 

member of                        

KZôs  Google Group  and 

would like to be added to  

receive current   updates 

and information.       

Please email              

kzsecretary@entermail.net    

to request an invitation to 

our group  

mailto:kzbookkeeper@entermail.net
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KZ  Calendar May 2020                                                     Iyar-Sivan 5780 

With heavy hearts, we regret to inform you that, until 

further notice, KZ will be suspending all services and 

public events in accordance with government guide-

lines. 

{ǳƴ aƻƴ ¢ǳŜ ²ŜŘ ¢Ƙǳ CǊƛ {ŀǘ 

          1             7 Iyar 2             8 Iyar 

3            9 Iyar 4           10 Iyar 5           11 Iyar 6           12 Iyar 7           13 Iyar 8           14 Iyar 

Pesach Sheni 

9           15 Iyar 

10         16 Iyar 11         17 Iyar 12         18 Iyar 

Lag BaOmer 

13         19 Iyar 14         20 Iyar 

Explore the 
Siddur 6:30-
7:30 pm 

15         21 Iyar 16         22 Iyar 

17          23 
Iyar 

18         24 Iyar          19          25 
Iyar 

20          26 
Iyar 

21          27 
Iyar 

22         28 Iyar 23         29 Iyar 

24          1 Si-
van 

Rosh Chodesh 
Sivan 

25          2 Si-
van 

26          3 Si-
van 

27          4 Si-
van 

28          5 Si-
van 

Erev Shavuot 

29          6 Si-
van 

Shavuot I 

30         7 Si-
van 

Shavuot II 

31          8 Si-
van 

            

https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/pesach-sheni
https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/lag-baomer
https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-sivan
https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/rosh-chodesh-sivan
https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/shavuot
https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/shavuot
https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/shavuot
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Minyan PostponedðPrayer in place of Mournerôs Kaddish 

Minyan 
Postponed 
until further 
notice 
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THANK YOU 
NOTES 

Thank you all for your kind birthday 

wishes                                              

 ~ Gordon Perlmutter 

Thank you to everyone who sent best 

wishes on my birthday                         

 ~ Elliott Leisawitz 

Al & Betsy Katz would like to thank 

everyone who sent leagrams to us for 

our anniversary. It was especially nice 

to receive these wishes during this 

difficult time for all of us. 

MAZEL TOV 
To  Sylvia Wenger on the birth of her 

great granddaughter , Tali 

Daughter of Tara and Tao Singer, Grand-
daughter  of Janet and Arthur Wenger 

 

This & That 


